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AUTHOR’S NOTE
There are many different types of house design and construction methods, and it 
would be impossible to capture them all within a picture book. Let’s Build a House 
focuses on a wooden frame, brick façade building with cement tile roof, relatively 
common in Australia. In the book, the roof tiles are installed after the brick walls, 
but it is just as likely that, as long as the structural support had been built, the 
roof would go on first. Though the process of installing pipes has been touched 
upon, the mention of electrical wiring was left out due to the safety implications 
of children playing the role of an electrician. The mention of insulation in the walls 
opens up the opportunity to discuss environmental aspects of buildings.

The words were written with the intention of the story being both educational and 
fun. It uses a three-line metered rhyme on each spread, followed by three-word 
repetition to allow younger children to join in.

There are examples of alliteration, assonance and onomatopoeia throughout the 
book, three very important tools for writing poetry. 

ILLUSTRATOR’S NOTE
When I started to put pencil to paper, naturally I jumped on to Google and looked 
for references, but I’m naturally a curious bunny so I’d also start wandering down 
the building tool isles in hardware stores, slowing down in the car to look at new 
houses that were being built, having a coffee and watching builders on building 
sites in town.

I also rooted out old photos of our house renovation to give me an idea of the 
wooden framing and the builders with their work belts and what they tended to 
wear. Most of my references come from inside my head, my filing cabinet of junk.

I grew up watching Trumpton and Camberwick Green, I think that’s where my style 
for little vehicles came from, and also my experimenting with scale.
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FURTHER READING AND REFERENCES

WEBSITES:

If you want to go all out and get some ideas of how to build a house in the 
classroom, visit:
https://inventorsoftomorrow.com/2016/10/17/if-i-built-a-house-2/

For information on houses around the world:
https://www.kidcyber.com.au/houses-around-the-world

For a simple computer game, where children get to build a house:
https://www.abcya.com/games/build_a_house

For Building a House downloads and flashcards:
https://www.twinkl.com.au/resource/t-t-3929-building-a-house-sequencing-posters

BOOKS:

A House of Mud, Sophie Masson (illustrated by Katrina Fisher), Little Pink Dog 
Books, 2020

Construction, Sally Sutton (illustrated by Brian Lovelock), Walker Books, 2014

Demolition, Sally Sutton (illustrated by Brian Lovelock), Walker Books, 2012

If I Built a House, Chris van Dusen, Puffin, 2012

Roadworks, Sally Sutton (illustrated by Brian Lovelock), Walker Books, 2008

SONG:

‘This Is the Way We Build a House’ (sung to the tune of ‘Here We Go Round the 
Mulberry Bush’)
Visit: http://resourcesforearlylearning.org/educators/activity/994/


